MR
DANTE

SOCIETA DANTE ALIGHIERI

NEWS

"il mondo in italiano"

Newsletter of the Dante Alighieri Society Inc. Brisbane

SETTEMBRE 2024

DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY
26 Gray Street,

New Farm, QLD 4005
Postal address:

PO Box 1350

New Farm, QLD 4005
Mobile: 0401 927 967
Email:
info@dante-alighieri.com.au
Web address:
www.dante-alighieri.com.au

PRESIDENT

Claire Kennedy
info@dante-alighieri.com.au
VICE-PRESIDENTS
Rosalia Miglioli
r.miglioli@griffith.edu.au
Mario Bono
info@dante-alighieri.com.au
SECRETARY

Colleen Hatch
info@dante-alighieri.com.au
TREASURER

Kay Martin
info@dante-alighieri.com.au
EDITORS

Bernadine e Rosalia

Inside
Dalla presidente
Fotografie
Dalla scuola
Castellano Memorial Lecture
Dina Ranieri
Autobiografia

Italian Film Festival

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land and their unique relationship
with their ancestral Country. We pay respect to Elders, past, present, and emerging.

Calendario

R 0

September 13 — End of TERM 3
September 19 - Italian Film Festival
September 25 — Canta che ti passa!

September 28 — Castellano Memorial Lecture

September 30 — Start of TERM 4

I partecipanti alla sessione di aggiornamento professionale con
la relatrice Sara al centro della foto.

Date Claimers
October 12 — Voxalis Concert
October 20 — SLIM event with Danteatro

Settimana della Lingua Italiana nel Mondo
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Dante matters

from the pen of the President...

Dear all,

Congratulations and very warm thanks to Franco
Arcidiacono for his fascinating presentation in
August on Dante’s treatment of Sicilian people,
culture and historical events in the Commedia. This
was an excellent way to resume our Dante Biennial
Lecture programme, which had been suspended due
to the repercussions of COVID.

It was great to see so many members and friends
there, enjoying the fruits of Franco’s research and
the refreshments afterwards - prepared and served,
as always, by committee members and other much-
appreciated volunteers. Thank you too to our
society’s own Dantista, Drina Oldroyd, for her
introduction to Franco’s lecture, and for her
essential role over many years in organising the
programme.

Many Dante volunteers also turned out earlier in the
month for the sausage sizzle at Bunnings Newstead,
under the untiring leadership of Mario and Bernie.
A very big thank you to all! This collective effort
raised a record amount of funds for the society,
much needed as expenses go up on all fronts.

GRAZIE a tutti i volontari
che hanno aiutato al sausage
sizzle.

Siete fantastici!!

| In September I’'m greatly
looking forward to
Catherine Dewhirst’s
presentation of this year’s
et S Castellano Memorial
Lecture. Catherine’s topic is the activism of the
anti-fascist brothers Costante and Luigi Danesi in
support of migrant workers and communities in the
North Queensland sugar districts in the interwar
period. See page 5 for details.

This event also provides the opportunity to mark the
centenary of the murder of Giacomo Matteotti,
socialist member of the Chamber of Deputies killed
following his denunciation in parliament of
Mussolini’s regime.

It has been good to see new activities beginning at
the Dante last month. Giorgia Stecca of Italand is
holding Italian learning and play activities for
young children and their parents on Saturday
afternoons. And our premises have also welcomed
Anna Cerreto’s dance classes, specialising in the
traditional dances of southern Italy, for a few
weeks. These classes are great fun - it’s all about
enjoying learning the steps, dancing as a group and
exploring the meanings and origins of the Pizzica,
the Tammurriata and others.

A delightful new initiative begins in September
with our first ‘Canta che ti passa’ soirée. Organised
by Ayesha Uddin and Alessandro Colavitto in
conjunction with the Dante, these will be informal
evenings of Italian song — opera, art song, folk
song, contemporary — to be held every three months
in our rooms.

Music lovers will also be particularly looking
forward to Voxalis’s production of Handel’s The
Triumph of Time and Truth at St Andrew’s Uniting
Church in Ann St, City, on 12 October

( https://www.voxalis.com.au/ ). As the Dante is a
sponsor of Voxalis, we have tickets to sell in
advance at the discounted price of $48 (compared
with $58.50 through the Voxalis site). Please
support the Dante by booking through us! Contact
us by email or speak to Bernadine, Rosalia or me
after class.

And, as usual at this time of year, the Palace
Cinemas have the ST. Ali Italian film festival
starting soon: running from 19 September to 16
October
(https://italianfilmfestival.com.au/events?city=Bris
bane ).

The programme is as rich and varied as ever. We
have 4 tickets to give away: put your name in the
hat at our reception counter! And please feel free to
email the editors with any comments on films you
particularly enjoy at the festival.

Bye for now and I hope to see you at one of our
upcoming events!

Claire



https://www.voxalis.com.au/
https://italianfilmfestival.com.au/events?city=Brisbane
https://italianfilmfestival.com.au/events?city=Brisbane
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DA Dante Biennial Lecture

Sabato 24 agosto Franco Arcidiacono ha intrattenuto un numeroso gruppo di persone e ha evidenziato i
collegamenti tra Dante Alighieri e la Sicilia tramite personaggi storici e mitologici. Per i presenti che non
avevano ancora conosciuto Dante e il suo libro La Divina Commedia, Drina Oldroyd ha condensato questo

capolavoro con una breve introduzione. Un pomeriggio davvero informativo.
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Dalla scuola

Venerdi 13 settembre sara I’ultimo giorno di scuola per tutti i corsi e, per due settimane, la scuola sara
chiusa. Se avete bisogno di usare la biblioteca o per qualsiasi altra ragione scrivete una e-mail oppure
chiamateci al cellulare — noi ci saremo durante la pausa!
Riprendiamo lunedi 30 settembre per I’ultimo trimestre.

Vi auguriamo BUONE VACANZE.
During the term break there are some events organised, check the calendar in the front page.
The Italian Film festival will be starting, so let’s organise group outings to the cinema!

Please let the school know as soon as possible if you are returning for the last term, we aim to keep all
classes. Write an email, give a call or, if you are in the area and the door is open, come in for a chat and a
coffee. The enrolment form is on the website, you can download from this link

CONVERSAZIONI
In TERM 4 there will be one Circolo di Conversazione
for the advanced levels. It will be on FRIDAY
afternoons from 14.30 to 16.00.
Attendance is fortnightly. The cost is $80 for 4 sessions
or $22 per session if you can only make it some weeks.
These are the dates for Term 4 in October

Avanzato - venerdi 4 e 18 ottobre

Corso di aggiornamento professi
g ' 0

CINEFORUM
There is no film night this month
because of the school break and other
events during September.
Let's organise groups to the IFF!
See dates at this link:
https://italianfilmfestival.com.au/

UAELATAN T
| [ |

La Console al concerto jazz del duo Dario Doronzo & Pietro Gallo
“Metamorphoses Concert” con 1 musicisti € un gruppo di
appassionati.



https://dante-alighieri.com.au/home/classes/
mailto:info@dante-alighieri.com.au
https://italianfilmfestival.com.au/
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DA Castellano Memorial Lecture

In 1952, Dr Francesco Castellano re-founded the Brisbane branch of the Dante Alighieri Society, which had suspended
its activities in 1939. The Society honours his memory each year by inviting a special guest speaker to present the
Castellano Memorial Lecture, the highlight of our events calendar, which is faithfully supported by his wife, Maria
Castellano, and her family. — :
You are cordially invited to this free event.

28 September

St. Anne’s Hall

127 Nelson St., Kalinga

Starting at 2.30pm

‘Vote taken in paddock’:
The Danesi brothers,
anti-fascism and rights of Italian
migrants in Queensland, 1920s-1940s

Abstract

On 4 August 1935 over 2000 sugar-industry workers A ‘Cane cutters relax on a verandah in Innisfail, 1927°.
from various North Queensland districts held a mass - + | Courtesy of the State Library of Queensland
protest in Innisfail. Their cause was against the Industrial Court’s decision not to burn the cane before
cutting, which would have prevented further horrific deaths from Weil’s disease. Among the protesters a
significant number of Italian-migrant and other migrant workers refused the Court’s proposed secret ballot
and consensus was given to hold a head count in a local paddock. From hearsay, it was here that Costante
Danesi (1884-1969) gave an inspiring address to the thousands gathered. This protest marked a watershed
moment of unity against anti-1talian discrimination and exemplified one of many battles Danesi, his brother
Luigi Danesi (1886-1969) and other Italian-community leaders fought in order to defend the rights of Italian
and other migrant workers in Queensland. Drawing from archival and newspaper sources, this lecture
focuses on the Danesi brothers’ lives and activities during the interwar decades to contribute to understand-
ing of the battles against racism and fascism in Australia’s history.

Dr Catherine Dewhirst is Senior Lecturer in History and member of the Centre for Heritage
and Culture, Institute for Resilient Regions, at the University of Southern Queensland. Her
research specialises in Italian migrant family and community histories, the migrant press,
minority community activism, and women’s life-histories, focusing on the experiences and
'voices' of those who have been silenced. She has been a member of the Societa Dante
Alighieri Brisbane since 1996.

Canta che ti passa!

Refresh your soul with a buon piatto of Italian songs!

Do you enjoy live singing, good company and delicious Italian snacks?
We would love for you to join us on a beautiful new adventure, Canta che ti
passa! Dante will host a musical gathering where singers can share their
love of Italian songs, whether opera, art songs or canzoni popolari. We are
pleased to announce that the pianist Jonah Patuto will be the accompanist.
Who knows what musical gems we will discover?
The first Canta che ti passa! is to be held at

Dante Alighieri on 25 September
For bookings, please write to at 6:00pm for a 6:30pm start
info(@dante-alighieri.com.au entry fee $20 — conc. $10
or call 0401 927 967

For payments this is the bank account, please use your name as reference. Account:Dante Alighieri Society Inc
BSB: 064-000
Account No: 902803



mailto:info@dante-alighieri.com.au
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Autobiografia

Cominciamo a pubblicare la biografia della vincitrice del terzo premio per il concorso ‘Frammenti di vita’.
Veronica ha conseguito il Diploma di lingue presso I’Universita Griffith. Ancora oggi Veronica studia la
lingua italiana alla scuola Dante Alighieri a Brisbane.

La durata di conservazione di una viaqgqiatrice

Si dice: “Ricordare il passato ¢ un modo per rendere piu chiaro il futuro”. Non ne sono cosi sicura perché
prima bisogna avere una buona memoria, cio¢ una memoria onesta. Guardare una foto e vedere l'intera
immagine, non solo il primo piano o lo sfondo. Ma, non sto davvero scrivendo un'autobiografia, vero?
Piuttosto, sto disegnando uno schizzo, un profilo a carboncino della mia vita e tu lettore puoi colorarlo o no,
come meglio credi. Ogni capitolo contiene un codice, una chiave per me e la mia vita. Tutte le persone felici
sono uguali; ogni persona infelice € infelice a modo suo. E cosi si va, con questo mio racconto, il mio
schizzo. Descriverd alcuni momenti chiave che mi hanno portato ad oggi anche se a volte mi hanno portato
su strade indesiderate.

Capitolo 1 - Chi sono io?

Allora...i0 non sono mai abbastanza sicura, perd al momento, sono in pensione e vivo da sola a Brisbane ¢
qualche volta guardo nello specchietto retrovisore ¢ mi chiedo “come sono arrivata qui?”, non fisicamente,
ma piuttosto figurativamente.

Sono cresciuta a Sydney ma sono nata in Irlanda. Insieme ai miei genitori e ai miei due fratelli maggiori sono
arrivata a Sydney nel 1958 dopo che abbiamo viaggiato da Southampton in Inghilterra a Sydney in Australia.
Il percorso comprendeva anche il passaggio attraverso il Canale di Suez e uno scalo in Sri Lanka che allora si
chiamava Ceylon. Sarebbe stata un’avventura eccitante se fossi stata abbastanza grande da apprezzarla.

La sorella minore di mia madre viveva nella periferia della citta all’ombra delle Montagne Blu, in una zona
che era praticamente boscaglia, con soltanto i servizi di base.
Abbiamo vissuto con loro finché i miei genitori hanno
risparmiato abbastanza soldi per costruire la nostra casa vicino
a mio zio, mia zia e le mie cugine.

\

Questo duro stile di vita deve essere stato uno shock per mia
madre che aveva vissuto tutto la sua vita nella citta di Cork in
Irlanda. Immagina: lei era qui, davanti a servizi igienici esterni,
niente fogne e strade sterrate. Penso che mia madre si sia
chiesta — dove sono 10?!

Mio padre, invece, aveva passato un po' di tempo nell'esercito
inglese, ha vissuto una vita di privazione nelle giungle di
Burma, e nel deserto dell’Egitto. Per lui, questa vita nuova era
lussuosa!

Io e i miei due fratelli in Ceylon (Sri Lanka)

E noi tre bambini? Bene, diciamo solo che tutto lo spazio e la liberta erano molto meglio della vita di citta.
Quindi si, ¢ una lunga strada dai servizi esterni e dalle strade sterrate al West End e al wi-fi, ma, ci sono stati
molti fiumi e oceani attraversati e ho viaggiato tanti, tanti, chilometri. Non potevo prevedere dove sarei andata
e nemmeno dove sarei ora.
Gli inizi umili possono lasciare un segno indelebile anche se non ¢ sempre visibile anche a se stesso.
Persone diverse spingono e tirano le tue emozioni in modi che diventano evidenti solo molti anni dopo, formati
in qualcosa di buono o no.
Davvero, non so perché ho viaggiato cosi tanto: sicuramente un viaggio attraverso il Canale di Suez non ¢
stato I'innesco?! Sono incline a pensare che mia madre abbia avuto un ruolo molto pit importante nella mia
irrequietezza.

Continua nella prossima edizione del giornalino.

6
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MR
DA Congratulazioni a Dina Ranieri

Very warm congratulations from all at the Dante go to Cav. Dina Ranieri as she steps down as
CEO of Co.As.lIt., after an extraordinary career in which she has guided major growth and
transformation of the organisation with dedication and vision.

Dina joined initially as an administrative assistant in 1987, later
becoming Director and then CEO when Co.As.It. became a
company in 2018. Through its Community Services Division,
Co.As.It. delivers aged, disability and community care services to
thousands of people in Southeast Queensland. Alongside its
mission of providing care, Co.As.It. shares with the Dante that of
promoting and disseminating Italian language and culture.

Dina will continue as a Board member and undoubtedly
contribute to ongoing developments in Co.As.It. and the
community more broadly in many ways.

*"’h We wish Dina the very best in her future projects, and
congratulate Tanina Softa, previously Assistant CEO, as she
takes the helm. We look forward to continuing collaboration with Co.As.lIt.

VOXALIS

About Voxalis

“Voxalis is an emerging arts company dedicated to providing

upcoming classical singers who are on the cusp of their

professional careers with important performance opportunities

at home alongside established figures in the opera and art HANDEL
song community. With many young artists currently choosing to bl
pursue overseas studies and/or engagements, due to a lack of

opportunity in Australia, we seek to change this by creating and

presenting outstanding performances of opera and art song for Brisbane audiences and
strengthening the city's culture and cultivating a loyal audience following to support it. In doing so,
we aim to give the next generation of artists a viable alternative to the standard and often limiting
pathway of international study/emigration. *

The Brisbane Dante Alighieri Society is very pleased to support and to be a sponsor of Voxalis.
Save the date on your calendar and look forward to this marvellous concert of Italian arias by
talented local singers.

We have a number of tickets to sell to our members in advance at the much
discounted price of $48 (compared with $58.50 through the Voxalis site).

Please support the Dante Society!
To purchase these, please contact us at info@dante-alighieri.com.au

For the full Voxalis 2024 programme go to https://www.voxalis.com.au/



mailto:info@dante-alighieri.com.au
https://www.voxalis.com.au/
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Italian Film Festival

T
ST. ALi

ITALIAN FILM

FESTIVAL.O)4

In Cinemas SEP = OCT  us PALACE

Palace is delighted to announce the full programme for the 2024 ST. ALi Italian Film Festival has
been revealed featuring a stunning selection of box office hits and award-winning films plus family
fun and anniversary celebrations. J)K\ ) [{\

Opening the festival is GLORIAI the directorial debut of dynamic Italian

singer, songwriter and actor Margherita Vicario.

The Festival Centrepiece is PARTHENOPE, the new film from Academy-
Z Award winner Paolo Sorrentino. A romantic drama about a Neapolitan
woman.

Festival Special Presentations include the playful comedy from acclaimed
writer/director Christophe Honoré, MARCELLO MIO, led by acting royalty
and real-life mother-daughter duo Catherine Deneuve and Chiara
HLHRIA/ Mastroianni; plus, Italy’s biggest film of 2023, THERE'S STILL TOMORROW
(C'e ancora domani), the directorial debut of Paola Cortellesi who also stars
B in the film.
Daniele Luchetti's award-winning psychological thriller TRUST (Confidenza), scored by Thom Yorke of
Radiohead, features an all-star cast including Elio Germano, Federica Rosellini and Vittoria Puccini.

The 2023 Venice Film Festival opener COMANDANTE is a gripping maritime thriller starring festival
favourite Pierfrancesco Favino.

In celebration of 25 years of the festival, there will be special screenings of the much-loved,
inaugural Opening Night festival film, BREAD AND TULIPS (Pane e Tulipani).
This year also marks the 50™ anniversary of the iconic, Academy-Award winning THE GODFATHER
PART I, directed by Francis Ford Coppola. It will be shown in a lavish 4K restoration, including
intermission.
Lovers of Italian comedies will delight in the box office hit A WORLD APART (Un mondo a parte)
starring Antonio Albanese; LIFE'S A BEACH (Come puo uno scoglio) starring comedy duo Pio and
Amedeo and who reunite with Belli Ciao director Gennaro Nunziante; and ensemble comedy VOLARE
from Margherita Buy in her directorial debut.

For the full line-up go to The ST. ALi Italian Film Festival returns in September!
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The Dante Society has received 4 admit one tickets. For a gold coin donation, you can
win one: just write your name on the tickets provided at the school reception. The
winning names will be drawn on the last day of term 3. We can send the e-tickets even

if you are not present on the day. | (5 (30)1) i\'i‘:\h/
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