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Dante matters

from the pen of the President...

Dear friends,

It has been a great start to 2025 for our school and
society - good to see such lively and engaged students in
classes! And Ileana’s workshops on la cucina siciliana
have been a marvellous first circolo for the year, while
the circoli di conversazione are popular too. Sadly we
are saying goodbye to Ileana who is setting out to
explore other parts of Australia, but we hope it’s
arrivederci rather than addio. Our cultural events
programme was launched in fine style on Friday by
Stephen Bennetts with his presentation on the ancient
roots of Carnevale, including a screening of the film
Carnival King of Europe made by Giovanni Kezich and
Michele Trentini. This was followed by a Zoom
conversation with Stephen’s research collaborator,
photoethnographer Angelo Maggio in Catanzaro, for
further insight into the evolution of Carnevale festivities
in the villages of Southern Italy. Thank you Stephen and
Angelo for leading us into that mysterious world,
showing us there is much more to it than the grand
parades of Venice and Viareggio. Big thanks also to the
committee members and friends for all the work of
hosting the event and providing refreshments, and to
Sara Visocnik for the excellent photos which will be in
the April DN. A fine team effort, as always!

We have much to look WY
forward to in March and \ £
April. On Saturday 15
March, thanks to our
Consul Luna Angelini
Marinucci and the
Director of the IIC
Sydney, Paolo Barlera,
we are screening the 2024
documentary Liliana, N .
directed by Ruggero Gabbai.
Liliana Segre survived the Auschwitz extermination
camp, to which she was deported from Milan in 1944,
For decades she was unable to talk about her experience,
either with her children or in public, but since the 1990s
she has dedicated much of her time to speaking with
young people about human rights, historical awareness
and the fundamental importance of memory, while
telling her story. In an interview in this documentary she
talks about the organisation Rondine Cittadella della
Pace, based in a medieval town near Arezzo.

I’ve found it very interesting to read about that
organisation on its website, and especially the
“Studentato Internazionale - World House”,

which “hosts young people who come from countries
that are the scene of armed conflicts or post-conflict and
helps them to discover the human being in their enemy,
through the difficult and surprising effort that comes
from living together daily”. See https://rondine.org/chi-
siamo/ for more on its mission and method.

Also this month is our Annual General Meeting on
Friday 21 March, 6.30 to 7.15 pm. If you haven’t
already renewed your membership for the year, now is a
good time to do it! At the AGM we will - reluctantly - be
seeking approval to increase membership fees, which
have remained the same for several years while prices
have increased considerably. The management
committee has proposed a motion to set the fees at:
single $50, concession $30, family $75, life member
$700. The AGM is traditionally followed by a welcome
party for the year, so we hope you will stay on after the
formal proceedings, when there will be poetry presented
by various members (to mark World Poetry Day) and
wine. The highlight, in closing, will be a rehearsed
reading of Griffith student Mitchel Contessi’s winning
entry in the Premio Italia 2024, presented by Mitchel
and members of the management committee.

On Monday 10 March the Italian Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (ICCI-QLD) invites all lovers of Dante to
an Aperitivo Italiano to launch the book The Glory of
Dante, and meet its author, the Hon. Richard Alston AO,
former senior cabinet minister and diplomat.

A heads-up on two events not to be missed in early
April; please keep an eye on our social media
(https://www.facebook.com/SocDanteBNE and
https://www.instagram.com/societada.bne/# ) for details
later this month! On Saturday 5 April, 4-6pm, again
thanks to Consul Luna and Paolo Barlera, Dr Chiara
Rostagno (see
https://romemuseumexhibition.com/speakers/chiara-
rostagno/) will speak at the State Library of QLD on the
preservation of Leonardo da Vinci’s Cenacolo, or Ultima
cena, a project she led between 2016 and 2018. From
Saturday 5 to Monday 21 April - the break between
terms 1 and 2 - we will hold an exhibition in the Dante
premises that we’ve been looking forward to for some
time: “People & Places”, paintings and drawings by
Franco Arcidiacono. The opening event is likely to be in
the afternoon of Sunday 6 April; we will confirm this
ASAP.

Happy Dantedi to all on 25 March!

Claire



https://rondine.org/chi-siamo/
https://rondine.org/chi-siamo/
https://www.facebook.com/SocDanteBNE
https://www.instagram.com/societada.bne/
https://romemuseumexhibition.com/speakers/chiara-rostagno/
https://romemuseumexhibition.com/speakers/chiara-rostagno/
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DA A.G.M.

Notice of Annual General Meeting of the
Dante Alighieri Society Inc. Brisbane
Friday, March 21
6:30p.m. — 7:15p.m.
at the
Dante Alighieri Cultural Centre
26 Gray Street, New Farm

If you are unable to attend the A.G.M. but wish to give your vote to a candidate, for your convenience,
there are proxy forms at the reception at the Dante and
online on our website

WELCOME PARTY

As is our custom, the A.G.M. will be followed by a get-together and reading of poetry for anyone
that has a particular poem they would like to read to the assembled group. The poem can be on
any topic and in any language. No burning desire to read in public? Just come along to celebrate
the new school year and to meet fellow Dante members, old and new.
On this occasion, we ask you to bring along a plate of food or a bottle to share.
Let us know in time if you are coming to the party, we have limited space at our premises.

MITCHEL CONTESSI: winner of the Premio Italia 2024 will entertain with a reading of his
prize winning story interspersed with other voices.

Per tutta la vita, I'autore di questo racconto ha nutrito il sogno di diventare
uno scrittore. E nato nel 1989 in una cittadina a ovest di Melbourne da madre
australiana e padre italiano. Soltanto quando € diventato adulto, Contessi ha iniziato
a scoprire un legame con il Bel Paese quando ha letto alcuni romanzi di autori
italiani in inglese. Nonostante sia sempre stato incerto sulla direzione da prendere
nella vita, Contessi sapeva di voler vivere all'estero ed esprimersi attraverso la
scrittura. Quindi & tornato all'universita per studiare lingue e linguistica a Griffith
University. Da un sogno & ispirato alle e debitore delle opere di Italo Svevo, Dino Buzzati,
Cesare Pavese e ltalo Calvino. Questo racconto parla di un protagonista che, come
I'autore, sta cercando un significato nei sogni e nel sangue, di come trovare il proprio
destino, del coraggio di seguirlo e soprattutto di cio che potrebbe significare, in parte,
essere italiani.

People & Places

an exhibition of paintings and drawings by Franco Arcidiacono
DAS rooms, Saturday S April - Monday 21 April

We are honoured to host an exhibition of works by Franco Arcidiacono in our premises during the break
between term 1 and term 2. The date and time of the opening event, and full opening hours for the
exhibition, will be publicised on our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/SocDanteBNE soon and in
the April edition of Dante News. At the opening event, Franco will speak about his development as an artist
and then discuss his experience of creating murals in Stanthorpe and other localities around Australia, a
practice that reflects the importance for him of public art. The exhibition includes both landscapes and

portraits.

Franco has also very generously donated two paintings for us to put to a fundraising purpose. Watch this
space...!



https://www.facebook.com/SocDanteBNE
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Dalla scuola

Siamo gia alla quinta settimana di scuola e adesso che le classi si sono sistemate e le studentesse e
gli studenti sono sempre piu entusiaste/entusiasti di apprendere la lingua italiana, abbiamo delle
bellissime proposte per attivita al di la delle lezioni regolari di lingua e cultura.

As you know, attendance is important not only for the lesson but also for the spoken practice of the language
and catching up with the other students. If unable to attend your regular class, make sure to come along to
another class of that same level. If unsure when these are held, ask us. Keep in touch with the office for
any enquiries.

This is our website https://dante-alighieri.com.au/home/ our email info@dante-alighieri.com.au

our phone 0401 927 967

PS: A gentle request: if you are paying the Dante for anything by bank transfer, please make sure your name
and the reason for your payment are clear. We’ve had a bit of difficulty tracing some payments in our
book-keeping lately. Thank you!

CIrRcoLoO DI CONVERSAZIONE
Continuano le conversazioni di livello avanzato.
11 costo ¢ di $22 per sessione.

LUNEDI pomeriggio dalle 14.30 alle 16.00.
Queste sono le ultime date del primo trimestre
10 e 24 marzo + 7 aprile

As you know the cooking circolo with lleana has
come to an end so we are now ready to continue with
other circoli. We have chosen Saturday mornings but
we are open to other days and/or times.

Letture ad alta voce
Conversazioni livello intermedio
Giochi da tavolo e / o giochi con carte italiane

Nell’ultimo circolo di cucina abbiamo provato le brioche
con la granita. La granita naturalmente ¢ stata preparata la
sera prima e messa nel congelatore, ma come si preparano
le brioche? Prima si formano le palline grandi e piccole,
poi si infornano e, quando sono pronte, si sfornano e
infine si mangiano con la granita. Deliziose!

»”

On Saturday 29 March, in the Dante rooms, at 5.00pm for a 5.30pm start.
Do check for updates on our social media channels.
If you enjoyed the previous musical soirée, join us for more excitement.



https://dante-alighieri.com.au/home/
mailto:info@dante-alighieri.com.au
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DA Eventi

La Societa Dante Alighieri cordialmente vi invita ad una presentazione del film su
LILIANA SEGRE.

Film screening: the Australian premiere of
Liliana, directed by Ruggero Gabbai

Saturday 15 March
Dante Alighieri Cultural Centre,
26 Gray St New Farm
Doors open 4.30; screening at 5.00

Entry: $15, includes light refreshments.
For bookings:
info@dante-alighieri.com.au

or 0401 927 967
The film is in Italian with English subtitles.

The documentary Liliana premiered at the Rome Film
Festival 2024. It is a portrait of Holocaust survivor

oo L civena Liliana Segre, who was deported to the extermination
el s camp of Auschwitz as a girl of 13. In addition to archival
footage of Auschwitz and her earlier testimony, the film

R stirure AN Societa explores some of her reflections in later years and those
(ﬁ B e — oo DAYNL Bants Alighieri

%g, Consolato dalia i itatiang | e S TIE YR o f her children and grandchildren. It sheds light on some
,w Brisbane ’ C‘dﬂ l l - g : g

e lesser-known aspects of this modern figure who is

passionate about transmitting a message of freedom and equality to younger generations.
Liliana Segre was made a Commendatore dell’Ordine al Merito della Repubblica Italiana in 2004, and
appointed a life senator by the current President of the Republic, Sergio Mattarella, in 2018. Among her
many other honours are as a Knight of the Legion of Honour, awarded by French President Emmanuel
Macron in 2020 for her extraordinary commitment in favour of human rights. The Italian Red Cross
described the award of its Gold Medal to Liliana Segre as follows:
“In segno di apprezzamento e riconoscenza per essere portatrice di pace. Per la perseveranza nel
mettere la propria esperienza personale e le energie necessarie al servizio della nostra
comunita....” (https://cri.it/2019/12/01/jump19-tra-memoria-e-futuro/ ).
We are very grateful to our Consul, Luna Angelini Marinucci, and the Director of the Istituto italiano di
cultura in Sydney, Paolo Barlera, for providing the film and promoting this event. Luna will introduce the
film briefly and there will be time for discussion afterwards.

We are pleased to share the following invitation from the Italian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (QLD), to an
event that will be of interest to many of our members:

Come along and enjoy an authentic ICCI QLD Aperitivo Italiano on Monday 10th March 5.30pm-7.30pm at the
Brisbane office of Gadens Lawyers, level 11, 111 Eagle St, City.

On this special occasion the Hon. Richard Alston AO will speak to his new book The Glory of Dante while you enjoy
delicious stuzzichini accompanied by refreshing drink offerings from Casella Family Brands and Peroni.

Richard will delve into the profound legacy of Dante Alighieri, one of Italy's most iconic poets, whose work has
transcended time and shaped Western literature. The book will be available for purchase during the evening. Richard
Alston is a former barrister, senior cabinet minister and diplomat, and currently a company director and occasional
essayist.

To book, please click on this link https://events.humanitix.com/aperitivo-italiano-and-presentation-of-richard-alston-s-
book-the-glory-of-dante  or call the Chamber on 07 3392 2499.

Cost per person: members $50 | non-members $60 @@
RSVP will close Thursday 6th March at 5pm or when sold out. o



mailto:info@dante-alighieri.com.au
https://cri.it/2019/12/01/jump19-tra-memoria-e-futuro/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.humanitix.com%2Faperitivo-italiano-and-presentation-of-richard-alston-s-book-the-glory-of-dante&data=05%7C02%7Cc.kennedy%40griffith.edu.au%7C81777812779a462b2d9c08dd5237c15f%7C5a7cc8aba4dc4f9bbf6066714049ad62%7C0%7C0%7C638757121659954560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LILcGs8r0iLiakxRqO4Sc9h3K%2FJx5Aro0iCR0pu3Hg4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.humanitix.com%2Faperitivo-italiano-and-presentation-of-richard-alston-s-book-the-glory-of-dante&data=05%7C02%7Cc.kennedy%40griffith.edu.au%7C81777812779a462b2d9c08dd5237c15f%7C5a7cc8aba4dc4f9bbf6066714049ad62%7C0%7C0%7C638757121659954560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LILcGs8r0iLiakxRqO4Sc9h3K%2FJx5Aro0iCR0pu3Hg4%3D&reserved=0
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Viaggio a Madrid

L'insegnante della Dante Alighieri Davide Dalla Pozza e la sua grande passione per il calcio, gestisce viaggi
organizzati per giovani calciatori. Ecco come descrive |'esperienza per i giovani.

Immagina di trovarti nel cuore di Madrid, una citta che respira calcio in ogni
angolo. Sei appena sceso dall’aereo, con il borsone sulle spalle, una valigia e
il cuore che batte forte: sta per iniziare un’esperienza che potrebbe cambiare
la tua vita e che ti permettera di fare cose che hai sognato di fare e vedere.

Proprio davanti a te si aprono le porte di uno dei centri sportivi piu
prestigiosi del mondo. Il centro sportivo di allenamento delle nazionali di
calcio spagnole. Ti alleni su un campo perfetto, circondato da compagni di
squadra e allenatori che parlano lingue diverse, ma condividono la tua stessa
passione. Le sessioni di allenamento sono intense, sei circondato da
professionisti che hanno allenato i migliori, e tu ti trovi a guardare e studiare
ogni dettaglio, perché vuoi migliorarti giorno dopo giorno.

Poi arriva il momento piu atteso: la partita. Vedi i tuoi giocatori selezionati indossare la maglia, allacci gli
scarpini e metti piede in campo contro i giovani talenti del Real Madrid, dell’Atletico Madrid o del Getafe,
Rayo Vallecano ecc. Il ritmo & alto, la qualita impressionante, e tu sai che tra gli spettatori potrebbero
esserci talent scout pronti a notare chi ha qualcosa di speciale. | giocatori sanno che ¢ la loro occasione per
dimostrare il loro valore. Il risultato non & importante, perché chi lavora con i giovani sa bene che il
miglioramento del giocatore viene prima del risultato e le modalita di allenamento e pressioni cambiano in
base a se si vuole massimizzare lo sviluppo del giocatore o solamente la vittoria di una partita.

Ma il viaggio non é solo calcio. Prima o dopo gli allenamenti e le partite, potresti trovarti a passeggiare per
le strade di Madrid. Ammiri la maestosita del Santiago Bernabéu o del Wanda Metropolitano, e la sera vai a
vedere una partita di Champions League o La Liga, seduto sugli spalti di uno dei templi del calcio europeo.

E non finisce qui. Da Madrid puoi partire verso altre mete leggendarie: Milano, Torino, Genova, Londra,
Manchester. In ogni citta nuove sfide, nuove partite, nuove possibilita. Club come Juventus, Inter,
Manchester City, Liverpool e tanti altri ti aspettano per metterti alla prova.

Non e solo un viaggio, € un trampolino verso il futuro. Negli ultimi 11 anni, 180 giovani calciatori hanno
firmato contratti professionistici grazie a questa esperienza, notati dagli osservatori che seguono ogni
partita e ogni allenamento con attenzione. 2 '

Se haitrai 10 e i 24 anni e sogni di giocare ai massimi livelli
sai anche che & veramente difficile avere questa occasione.
Che il giocatore venga con la sua squadra o da solo, cio che
conta e la tua voglia di crescere, imparare e dimostrare chi
sei.

Il supporto e I'ambiente che un genitore crea nella vita
guotidiana e durante il tour & un fattore fondamentale per
massimizzare lo sviluppo in maniera positiva e sicura della
persona e poi del giocatore.

In caso di successo, come € avvenuto, che il giocatore non ha ancora terminato gli studi in Australia, con La
Bristol School di Madrid abbiamo creato tutto quello che serve per non far perdere periodi scolastici,
perché |'educazione viene prima del calcio.
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DA Giornata mondiale della poesia

Cosa c'eé di nuovo nella nostra biblioteca?

Poetry is poetry when it carries within it a secret.
Giuseppe Ungaretti

Once upon a time, | taught English. Each year, when | told the class we would be studying
poetry, a tsunami of groans rolled over the desks. Someone asked, “What good is poetry?
How will it help me get a job?” Yet, each year, a new cohort of fans for Sylvia Plath,
Kenneth Slessor, John Clare, Baudelaire [place the name of your favourite poet here]
sprang up and students began writing the moody, poignant poetry that only teenagers can
write. They were hooked. Hardly surprising; poetry speaks to our common humanity and
tells us what it is to be human. It may not help you earn a living but it helps you understand
how to live.

On 21 March, UNESCO World Poetry Day will be celebrated. It was declared in
1999 to "give fresh recognition and impetus to national, regional, and international poetry
movements" and support “linguistic diversity through poetic expression”. What a wonderful
aim! A diversity of voices can work as a powerful catalyst for dialogue and peace. Poetry
allows us to make a connection with a different age, a different culture, a different
experience. So let’s get into poetry, not just on the 21 March but every day.

| am running my finger along the poetry shelf in our library (call number 851). Here
are Dante, D’Annunzio, Leopardi, Merini. But | would like to spend some time with
Giuseppe Ungaretti, a cornerstone of Italian modernism.

Ungaretti said poetry is expressing oneself “with absolute candour, as if it were the
first day of creation.” His poem Mattina is four words only - M’illumino/d’immenso (I'm
ilumined/with immensity). Those words flow in Italian. Say them over and over to yourself.
The repeated “m” is a euphony, an invocation, an “Om” that connects with the cosmic
world. The first edition of the poem, entitled Cielo e mare, was longer: M’illumino/
d’immenso/ con un breve/ moto/ di squardo. But Ungaretti found he only needed those first
four words to evoke the birth of a new day and the cyclic beauty of Nature.

Repeat “M’illumino/d’immenso” and you feel
part of something greater than yourself.

M ' illumino [
_d'immenso

Giuseppe Ungaretti was a man of four coun-

: tries. He was born in Alexandria, Egypt.

s s s France was the country of his education and
’ : e formative years. He lived in Brazil for six

years, teaching at the University of Sdo

— - Paulo. But Italy was the country of his par-

Giuseppe Ungaretti ents — they hailed from Lucca - and it be-

came his permanent home.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/21_March
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_minor_secular_observances#March
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linguistic_diversity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucca
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DA Giornata mondiale della poesia... continua

It was along the Italian front in the First World War, bogged down in high-altitude
trench warfare, fighting for a country he barely knew, that Ungaretti’s poetry was born.
He believed in irredentismo italiano, the final stage I —
of Italian unification. The brutality of war coloured his  ja M ossen sesoe sTcHERED 0
romantic view. oo i R,

His poems were written on scraps of paper in
lulls between fighting. They present a nuanced view
of war. It is horrific and futile but Ungaretti also
evokes the brotherhood of man and our connection
with the numinous. In his poem Vigil, written in the
Monte San Michele region on December 23, 1915, a
soldier snatches time to write letters home. Beside
him lies his dead comrade. The living man is : -
connected by his longings to everything outside his 4 wsugyg_gw\ b2
present horror. Life is complex and contradictory ‘)‘Nfiﬁitiimg KAy
things are true. ke

Silenzio is another poem written during the
war. The poet recalls his last sight of Alexandria, his
birth city, bathed in brilliant sunlight and filled with a
cacophony of cicadas. The longing for beauty and
love lifts the poet momentarily from the darkness of
his present. By the end of the poem, only a few

lights hanging in the fog remain of the radiance. "Reproduced with the kind
permission of Julian Peters, Marco

Ungaretti has encapsulated the joy and sorrow of  Sonzogni and Ross Woods"
yearning. This ability to find poetry in the realities of life
is characteristic of Ungaretti’s writing. Direct, starkly https://julianpeterscomics.com/vegl
beautiful, his poetry continues to resonate. ia-by-giuseppe-ungaretti/

To celebrate UNESCO World Poetry Day, you
might also like to spend time with Ungaretti. As well as a
collection of his poetry, there is a literary profile of him
and his work by Giorgio Baroni (850.9 BAR). Or perhaps
you will be drawn to one of the other wonderful poets in
our collection. Just one poem can open you to the possi-
bilities of life. LESLEY

HAPPY WORLD POETRY DAY
AND
HAPPY READING

TRANSLATION BY MARCO SONZOGN! AND ROSS WOODS

DRAWINGS BY JUUAN PETERS



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://julianpeterscomics.com/veglia-by-giuseppe-ungaretti/
https://julianpeterscomics.com/veglia-by-giuseppe-ungaretti/

