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Dante matters

from the pen of the President...

Cari amici,

Our cultural programme for the year got off to a great
start last Friday, with the presentation of Elsa Bettella’s
poems and short stories - by Elsa herself and Danteatro
- interspersed with songs by Sim Lupa. The audience
response was very warm and there were even more
compliments than usual for the quality of our rinfresco
— enriched on this occasion by handmade focaccia, a
Ligurian staple (grazie Elena!). A big thank you to Elsa
Bettella, Sim Lupa, Danteatro, and all those working
behind the scenes to make the evening such a success.

For those who are new to the Dante or to Italian
learning: we only occasionally run events completely
in Italian as we did in this case; most are largely
conducted in English. You will be quite at home at
other gatherings this year! In particular, we’d love to
see you at our March events: the AGM and Welcome
Party on Friday 17 March; and the wine tasting
presented by our experts lan McBride and Fil d’Arro
on Saturday 25 March.

We are also keen to welcome any extra volunteers for a
2-hour stint at our sausage sizzle at Bunnings,
Newstead, on Saturday 11 March.

In case this is your first Dante News, here is a brief
version of some information on membership from last
month’s edition: your membership of the Society
provides not only access to our courses, conversation
groups, circoli and cultural events but also: this
monthly newsletter, discounted entry to some museums
in Italy, and use of our library and videotheque. See
https://dante-alighieri.com.au/home/library/

for how to use the library and to browse or search in
the collection.

Longstanding members were saddened this month by
the death of Dr Don Dignan, a past president and
constant supporter of the Brisbane DAS. Don was held
in high esteem and is remembered with great affection,
as is clear from Judi Kovacs’s tribute to him inside. We
have not yet received details of a ceremony to celebrate
Don’s life but will let you know when we do.

If you are interested in some Italian perspectives on the
war in Ukraine I recommend the special features
published by two major daily newspapers to mark the
anniversary of the Russian invasion. The Corriere della
sera special, titled Ucraina: un anno di guerra
(https://www.corriere.it/esteri/un-anno-guerra-ucraina-
scenari-domande-risposte/) includes pieces on:

prospects for an end to the war; Italy’s contributions of
weapons; the effects of the war on the traffic of heroin
into Europe from Afghanistan, and therefore on
organised crime operations; and the effects of sanctions
on Russia. There is also a first-person account of a
journey through Ukraine by the novelist Paolo
Giordano: ‘Racconto dal fronte. Come le more
selvatiche: in Ucraina, tra dolore e resistenza’.
Unfortunately it does not seem to be available (yet?) in
the English section of the Corriere’s site, at
https://www.corriere.it/english/ . Paolo Giordano won
the Premio Strega and Premio Campiello in 2008 for
his first novel, La solitudine dei numeri primi, which
we have in our own library. English translations of that
and other novels of his are available from the Brisbane
City Council library.

Another interesting Corriere article reports on a survey
of Italians’ attitudes and expectations regarding the war
in Ukraine, including the matter of Italy’s provision of
weapons:
https://www.corriere.it/politica/23_febbraio 24/guerra-
ucraina-sondaggio-invio-armi-c4c672fa-b3af-11ed-
bb54-62b5b0013085.shtml

The special feature on the la Repubblica site includes a
short film by Marco Tullio Giordana titled ‘No’. See
https://video.repubblica.it/dossier/crisi_in_ucraina la r
ussia_il_donbass_i_video/no-un-anno-di-guerra-in-un-
piccolo-film-di-marco-tullio-giordana-per-
repubblica/438634/439599?ref=search There are just
images and music, without any speech. Giordana
explains: ‘Quello che volevo mostrare con questo
piccolo film sono le conseguenze che la guerra ha sui
bambini... Il titolo ¢ “NO” semplicemente, senza punti
esclamativi, perché tutto questo non dovrebbe
succedere, non sarebbe mai dovuto succedere.” He is a
very well known director, famous for, among others,
Pasolini, un delitto italiano, I cento passi, La meglio
gioventu, Nome di donna. We have some of his films on
DVD - for those who still have a device that can play
them!

For regular access to those newspapers, and their
archives of past issues (which go back over 100 years
in the case of il Corriere), monthly subscription is
available and not expensive. For il Corriere it is also
quite a straightforward process to sign up, while for la
Repubblica 1 found it complicated by the need to have a
codice fiscale (Italian tax file number).

Meanwhile, enjoy this month’s edition of Dante News!
Buona lettura! Claire



https://www.corriere.it/english/
https://www.corriere.it/politica/23_febbraio_24/guerra-ucraina-sondaggio-invio-armi-c4c672fa-b3af-11ed-bb54-62b5b0013085.shtml
https://www.corriere.it/politica/23_febbraio_24/guerra-ucraina-sondaggio-invio-armi-c4c672fa-b3af-11ed-bb54-62b5b0013085.shtml
https://www.corriere.it/politica/23_febbraio_24/guerra-ucraina-sondaggio-invio-armi-c4c672fa-b3af-11ed-bb54-62b5b0013085.shtml
https://video.repubblica.it/dossier/crisi_in_ucraina_la_russia_il_donbass_i_video/no-un-anno-di-guerra-in-un-piccolo-film-di-marco-tullio-giordana-per-repubblica/438634/439599?ref=search
https://video.repubblica.it/dossier/crisi_in_ucraina_la_russia_il_donbass_i_video/no-un-anno-di-guerra-in-un-piccolo-film-di-marco-tullio-giordana-per-repubblica/438634/439599?ref=search
https://video.repubblica.it/dossier/crisi_in_ucraina_la_russia_il_donbass_i_video/no-un-anno-di-guerra-in-un-piccolo-film-di-marco-tullio-giordana-per-repubblica/438634/439599?ref=search
https://video.repubblica.it/dossier/crisi_in_ucraina_la_russia_il_donbass_i_video/no-un-anno-di-guerra-in-un-piccolo-film-di-marco-tullio-giordana-per-repubblica/438634/439599?ref=search
https://dante-alighieri.com.au/home/library/
https://www.corriere.it/esteri/un-anno-guerra-ucraina-scenari-domande-risposte/
https://www.corriere.it/esteri/un-anno-guerra-ucraina-scenari-domande-risposte/
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Assemblea Generale e Welcome Party

Notice of Annual General Meeting

of the
Dante Alighieri Society Inc. Brisbane Sy
=6 Friday, March 17 '- ,fﬁg’
\\’:\\-’) 6:30pm — 7:00pm
at the : Pl i
(ggj\\(@ Dante Alighieri Cultural Centre TR J.Z"L:

26 Gray Street, New Farm

As is our custom, the A.G.M. will be followed by an informal get together
to celebrate the new school year and to meet fellow Dante members, old and new.
On this occasion, we ask you to bring along a plate of food or a bottle to share.
Everyone is welcome, so bring your family and friends.

THE DANTE ALIGHIERI SOCIETY CORDIALLY INVITES
YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS
To enjoy an afternoon of ITALIAN WINES

from 3:00pm to 4:30pm
on SATURDAY, March 25
at the HALL of
ST. ANNE Catholic Church
127 Nelson St, KALINGA
The $55.00 entry includes tasting of 4 wines and food.

BOOKINGS MUST BE MADE BY March 18.
Call 0401 927 967 email: info@dante-alighieri.com.au

Wine Tasting celebrating Dantedi

Dantedi is the day to celebrate the life and influence of Dante Alighieri throughout the world. This year
the Dante Alighieri Society of Brisbane invites all lovers of Italian wine and food to come and celebrate
Dantedi with a wine tasting and exploration of the wine zones of Italy on the 25" March 2023 at 3.00pm at
St Anne’s Hall, Wooloowin.

We will explore some more famous Italian wine regions and combine a taste of the wines with some Italian
foods from those regions.

The wines that we will sample have been generously provided by Filippo D’ Arro from Italiquore Premium
Wines, Spirits and Liqueurs. Filippo has also allowed us to purchase from his selection of Italian wines at
very reasonable prices.

To order: simply fill out the attached order form and hand it to your teacher when you are at the Dante or
email it to info@dante-alighieri.com.au

Once we compile all the forms the wines will be brought from Filippo’s cellar to the Dante rooms where you
can pick up your order and pay for it at that time.



mailto:info@dante-alighieri.com.au
mailto:info@dante-alighieri.com.au
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Dalla scuola

Dopo soltanto cinque settimane di lezioni ci sembra di essere gia una famiglia, gli studenti cominciano a
conoscersi un pochino, chiacchierano facilmente di questo e di quello tra di loro ma anche con gli
insegnanti e hanno scelto i loro posti attorno ai tavoli e i si siedono ogni settimana.

During February there were talks about Carnevale in the classes, some students entered in the spirit of the
occasion and ... lucky us! We had homemade gelato al pistacchio one evening, Persian love cake with
another group, coffee and assorted delicious biscuits were also appreciated throughout the month. Thank you
to all that contribute to our delicious coffee breaks and... our waistlines.

Continuano i CIRCOLI di CONVERSAZIONE.
Questi sono gli orari e i giorni per il mese di marzo:
Livello AVANZATO dalle 15 alle 16:30

2,16 e 30 marzo

Livello INTERMEDIO dalle 15 alle 16:30
9 ¢ 23 marzo

EVERYBODY WELCOME!! § & & ff

We always have classes on public holidays, the school offers lessons on these days.

The calendar and enrolment form for courses in 2023 are now available on the website
www.dante-alighieri.com.au

CALENDARIO dei
TRIMESTRI del 2023

TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 TERM 4
23 January 17 April 10 July 2 October
to to to to
31 March 23 June 15 September 8 December
The school also offers private tuition.
If attending classes is not a possibility,
Alcuni studenti della Dante al do ask at the office about private
lancio del programma di tuition. We can come to your place or
Voxalis per il 2023. other venues.
No, non siamo arrivati tutti Q )
. O
insieme a Ifor sullo scooter ma S .‘
ci sarebbe piaciuto! ? m



http://www.dante-alighieri.com.au/
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La poesia

La poesia & un'arte
i ~>

E definita la musica del linguaggio

Il 21 marzo si celebra la Giornata Mondiale della Poesia, istituita dalla XXX
Sessione della Conferenza generale dell’'Unesco nel 1999 e celebrata per la prima
volta il 21 marzo dell’anno successivo. La Giornata Mondiale della Poesia € I'occasione
per onorare i poeti, promuovere la lettura, la scrittura e I'insegnamento della poesia.
La ricorrenza, che coincide con il primo giorno di primavera, intende sostenere la
diversita linguistica attraverso I'espressione poetica, promuovere la comunicazione e
la pace tra i popoli.

Chi é stato il primo poeta? Qual e la poesia piu breve? Qual é il simbolo della poesia?

PRI o e poesie sono pensieni che respirano
a poesia piu breve
“Mattina” e parole che bruciano. (Thomas Gray)

scritta da Giuseppe Ungaretti N .
*a poesia & un atto di pace. (Pablo Neruda)

m’ J&me *La poesia & una lettera d'amore indirizzata
al mondo. (Charlie Chaplin)

oL a poesia e |'arte di far entrare | mare in
bicchiere. (Italo Calvino)

Il primo poeta della storia
E stata una donna, si chiamava Il simbolo della poesia
Enheduanna: una pricipessa vissuta s o s
nella Mesopotamia di 4200 anni fa. ¢ il £ irasole.

LA STRUTTURA
Le righe della poesia si chiamano versi.

POESIE H CANZONI Un gruppo di versi si chiama strofa.
1K U I versi di una poesia possono essere:
INDOVINELLI MER‘CK e sciolti
A0\ e inrima baciata (AABB)
ENSE in i
NONS AT TS e inrima ?ltemgta (ABAB)
e inrima incrociata (ABBA)
CALLIGRAMMI
Ci farebbe molto piacere ricevere poesie
TIPI DI POESIE scritte da voi che utllfzzano le diverse
strutture di una poesia.

Una poesia sulla nostra stagione preferita?

NEL VECCHIO STAGNO
UNA RANA S| TUFFAZ = . /maestragiulia.net/2020/03/19/Ihaiku
RUMORE D'ACQUA.



https://maestragiulia.net/2020/03/19/lhaiku/
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Vale Don Dignan

Emeritus Professor, Cavaliere,

Dr Don Dignan
16-11-1929 — 08-02-2023

X

[ S

1 I8 ) !

It was with great sadness that I heard that Don had
died. He was such a vital part of the Dante for so
many years; not merely as a student but also as
president, long-serving committee member, Dante
News Editor and regular contributor, resident
historian and a willing mentor to many.

The first mention of Don that I found was in the
August 1969 edition of the Dante News advertising
his talk “A New Look at the Risorgimento”. 0
years later, after his talk, entitled “The
Risorgimento Reconsidered” it was written: “It was
an intellectual delight to be exposed to his historical
scholarship in English that was spiced with some
estratti italiani. ...Don Dignan had spent a year in
Rome ... studying the language and history of
Italy”.

Don was President of the Brisbane Dante from
1983 until 1986 and, in recognition of his service,
the President of the Italian Republic awarded him
the Order of Merit, which is the highest ranking
honour and most senior order of the republic,
conferring on him the title ‘Cavaliere”. The framed
certificate with the medal was one of Don’s most
treasured achievements.

Don was a true Italophile although without the
rose-coloured glasses. He was a prolific writer and
historian and chronicled much of what is written
about Italians in Queensland. I first met Don 25
years ago but got to know him better a few years
later. When I took over the Dante News, it was Don
who helped me, introduced me to the fiendish
programme ‘Page Maker’ and continued to be chief
contributor to the newsletter. His articles were
always interesting and showed his scholarship and
love for all things Italian. His written Italian was
way above my understanding, but he always
prefaced his articles with a brief introduction in
English. Don was an eager participant in all the
activities offered by the society, from the study of
Dante during the fortnightly circoli to the
immersion weekends. While the Dante was
situated in Newmarket Don was a regular attendee,
but after he moved to Yeronga and the Dante was
between premises, it became more difficult for him
to attend.

In the last few years ill health took over and finally
Don died peacefully with his family by his side.
There was no funeral as, in true Don fashion, he
had registered for the University of Queensland’s
donor programme and his donation was accepted.
His family is planning to gather in the upcoming
months to celebrate Don’s life and have generously
offered to notify us of the details.

Vale Don, a kind and gentle spirit and
always a true gentleman.

Don never
hesitated in
dressing up,
especially for
the Immersion
Weekends!

Certificato di
Benemerenza
from the Sede
Centrale, given
to Don in
occasion of his
80th birthday.




Pagina 7
m SOCIETA DANTE ALIGHIERI, BRISBANE

marzo 2023

Dalla biblioteca

Cosa c'é di nuovo nella nostra biblioteca?

Such an exciting time in our library!
You may have seen Tiziana’s latest Facebook posting (Societa

sl Dante Alighieri Brisbane) about the beautiful new novels that have

been donated to our library by Sede Centrale as part of the
initiative, “La Dante per il libro Italiano”. It is wonderful to be able
to offer our readers so many contemporary Italian fiction titles.
Many talk with pleasure about the comfortable joy of an old book —

like meetlng an old friend - but there is also immense delight and anticipation in opening a new book for the
first time: who will we meet within these pages and where will they take us? I hope you will make some

friends among the lovely new novels from Sede Centrale.

We are also thrilled with Margreet and Mila
Zincone’s generous gift to celebrate our
70th anniversary in 2022. This sumptuous
book, The History of Rome in Painting,
edited by Maria Theresa Caracciolo,
Jacqueline Champeaux and Roselyne De
Ayala leads the reader from Rome’s
beginnings as a shepherds’ village on the
Palatine Hill to its present reality as a
vibrant yet troubled European capital.
This is an extraordinary volume.

In its silk bound slipcase, it weighs in at over 7.5 kg. It contains more than three hundred full-colour, high
quality illustrations of work by Italian and foreign artists, including a reproduction of the 1280 cityscape —
the first known in Western Art - by the Florentine artist, Cimabue. There are also fascinating essays by six
eminent art historians and biographies of 175 artists. If you would like to enjoy The History of Rome in
Painting, (call number R 759 CAR) you will find it in the Oversize section. It can only be enjoyed in the library.

Image from the book: Street musicians c¢. 300AD
Mosaic from Villa di cicero.
Museo nazionale archeologico, Napoli

Image from the book: Tragic and comic masks
c. second century AD
Mosaic, Musei capitoli, Roma

on display in the library and ready for borrowing.

We have also received, with many thanks, a large donation of books from the
Italian Consulate. Many of these books are still awaiting to be added to our
library but those that have been accessioned are
wonderful. They include Venere vincitrice (call
number 730 COS) edited by Antonio Canova et al., a
study of the statue of Pauline Bonaparte, sister of
Napoleon, as Venus, now exhibited at the Galleria
Borghese in Rome, and Canali & Aposa: Foto
percorso nella Bologna scomparsa (call number R
779.4 COS) by Tiziano Costa. Both these books are |- SA(
(o}

PO%



https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Maria+Theresa+Caracciolo&text=Maria+Theresa+Caracciolo&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Jacqueline+Champeaux&text=Jacqueline+Champeaux&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_3?ie=UTF8&field-author=Roselyne+De+Ayala&text=Roselyne+De+Ayala&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_3?ie=UTF8&field-author=Roselyne+De+Ayala&text=Roselyne+De+Ayala&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.ibs.it/canali-aposa-foto-percorso-nella-libri-vintage-tiziano-costa/e/2570170240431
https://www.ibs.it/canali-aposa-foto-percorso-nella-libri-vintage-tiziano-costa/e/2570170240431
https://www.ibs.it/canali-aposa-foto-percorso-nella-libri-vintage-tiziano-costa/e/2570170240431
https://www.ibs.it/canali-aposa-foto-percorso-nella-libri-vintage-tiziano-costa/e/2570170240431
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Dalla biblioteca continua...

There is also a very interesting series of monographs,
published by Il Mulino under the collective title Farsi unidea
and covering themes from politics, science, philosophy,
health, the environment — the sort of themes about which we
are thinking and looking for answers. In each of these little
books the authors get to the heart of the issue and give us the
benefit of their knowledge and experience. In Prevenire la
criminalita (call number 364.5 BAR), Marzio Barbagli, Sociology
lecturer at the University of Bologna, and Umberto Gatti,
lecturer in Juvenile Criminology at the University of Genoa, discuss the success or failure of crime
prevention, with case studies to illustrate their thesis. So, why have burglary and assault declined in one of
London's most ill-reputed neighbourhoods? Find out in this highly readable book. And if that is not
something you are concerned about, there is sure to be a title that attracts your interest in this series.
Ah, so many books and so little time.
S In the foyer is the Library Overflow.
* 5 BRERA [ . These are culled books and you are welcome to take them.
A donation to the library is most welcome.

@;. ** () Happy Reading
- s = " — . < 1 p 7VA \

We are absolutely thrilled to be presenting an exciting array of
concerts for you, each of which will feature an extraordinary line up
of some of Australia’s finest established and emerging classical
singers.

In 2023 we seek to build on the success of our inaugural season,
which means you have a lot to look forward to. From themes such
as love’s journey, the nature of the earth and our existence, through
to the sounds of American opera, and even a bit of Game of
Thrones-esque drama, courtesy of the Tudor monarchs and
Donizetti - there is surely something that will be exhilarating for all
lovers of opera and art song!

Our artists love performing for you, so we hope to see you at a
performance soon. Tickets are now on sale now and also you can
read more about our plans at https://www.voxalis.com.au/

Yours in music,
Matthew and Camilo
Voxalis' Co-Founders



https://www.voxalis.com.au/

